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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART EXTENDS CLOSING DATE OF REMBRANDT EXHIBITION 

The closing date for The Cleveland Museum of Art’s current exhibition 
Prints by Rembrandt and His Circle has been extended from April 15 to April 22. 

The exhibition is the last in a series of three exhibitions featuring master 
prints from the Museum’s collection organized by Louise Richards, chief curator 
of prints and drawings. Ms. Richards says, "The Rembrandt show offers Museum 
visitors the rare opportunity to see nearly the entire collection of Rembrandt 
etchings that the Museum now owns." 

Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn (1606-1669) was one of the greatest painters 
of all time and a master printmaker as well. Prints by Rembrandt and His Circle 
showcases 69 etchings by Rembrandt and 17 prints by nine of Rembrandt’s contem- 
poraries including Jan Lievens (1607-1674) , Adriaen van Ostade (1610-1685) , and 
Jacob Isakksz van Ruisdael (1628?-1682) . These works are shown side-by-side with 
works by Rembrandt to demonstrate how Rembrandt’s prints not only fit into the 
seventeenth-century printmaking tradition, but also set new standards of 
technical expertise which allowed him to bring a more profound vision to 
traditional subjects . 

The 86 prints in the exhibition are grouped by subject — landscapes, portraits, 
religious scenes, scenes from daily life, and sketches and studies. Each group 
is arranged in a loose chronological progression to show both the development 
of Rembrandt’s use of etching and drypoint and the changes in his renderings from 
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exuberant and detailed early works to simpler, broader, and more concentrated 
images in his later etchings. 

Creative printmakers of the seventeenth century preferred etching. All 
of the prints in the exhibition are etchings or etchings combined with drypoint, 
with the exception of several engravings and one mezzotint. Etching allows 
the graphic artist to record a wide tonal range that includes velvety dark 
shades not possible in other graphic media. Ms. Richards comments, ^Rembrandt 
favored an open etching style that left much of the page unmarked and a complex 
combination of etching and drypoint that allowed him to achieve a rich mixture 
of light and shadow in his prints that has been unsurpassed by succeeding artists. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Information 
Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 


